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Good Luck at the Polls!!!

\
For election year antics, the County Commissioners’ Asso-
ciation fared well in the first regular legislative session for .
2008. As sometimes happens, it was a session for execut-
ing a good defensive game more so than offensive attacks. Through many
attempts to give away county revenues in some form or fashion, our defen-
sive strategies for the most part, prevailed. When the dust settled and the
game was over, our team was still standing and the injuries were minor.

As your legislative chairman, (one who is currently running for re-election)
I'd like to thank those of you who were able to participate in the weekly con-
ference calls and those who were able to spend some time at the Capital and
on the phone promoting and/or defending our legislative positions. 1 was,
unfortunately, not able to be there as much as needed. Thanks to Vivian,
Paul and Jennifer for keeping the ship afloat! At the spring board meeting,

I e will regroup, put together some new plays and get ready for the interim
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study season! Good job to CCAWV's legislative team.

Stop, Drop, and Roll.............

Vivian Parsons, Executive Director

The 2008 1* Regular Legislative session is finished and ™
not a moment too soon! “Stop, drop, and
roll”... seems a fitting battle cry for CCAWV’s legisla- B
tive team, as it turned out to be a session for dodging ,,f
bullets and protecting “what ‘cha already got!™ I was :
very thankful to have the support and guidance of CCAWV’s legislative
committee and our assisting lobbyist, Paul Hardesty, as we maneuvered the
legislative battlefield.

At the end of the day, when the losses were tallied, CCA had avoided serious
injury and will live to fight again!

I Continued on Page 2)
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President’s Perspective
By Sam Hicks, CCAWV President

Hello Fellow Commissioners, Many thanks are extended to
Paul Hardesty, Vivian Parsons and Jennifer Webb for all their
hard work during the busy legislative session. I've heard many
positive comments about their professional efforts. According
to news reports, Governor Manchin has signed numerous new
bills while vetoing several due to legal technicalities so we will
continue to wait for a final assessment of the session.  Upcom-
ing local, statc and national elections are proving to be interesting. Those of
you campaigning are in our thoughts and prayers. In my opinion, the voters
are worn out from the national presidential campaign since the media
has continued such massive coverage for the past 2 years. I can't imagine cam-
paigning on a national level when the local level is trying enough. I've always
said that everyone should run for public office just once. It's quitc an experi-
ence, as you well know. I encourage every county to promote voter registra-
tion and publicizing the carly voting and the formal election date, May
13th. The right to vote is so important and a privilege but exercising that right
is our patriotic duty. Have an enjoyable Spring! God bless.
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Stop, Drop, and Roll......

Vivian Parsons, Executive Director
(Continued from Page 1)

Several bills were active in the final weeks that would have M i &

reduced countics’ already scare resources. At the top of the

hit list, SCR 12 was a constitutional amendment that, if
passed would have given the legislature the ability to climi-
nate the property tax on manufacturing inventory, an act that X%
would have cost counties over $22 million in revenues state-
wide. At one point, the resolution was amended to allow the
removal of all personal property tax. In some counties, personal property taxcs
account for over half of the county’s budget. SB 782 was a second attempt to
deal with manufacturing inventory. This bill would have reduced the inven-
tory to salvage (5%) values and would have cost the counties approximately
$21 million state-wide. CCAWYV is appreciative of the Governor’s office and
the State Tax Department’s willingness to recognize the county concerns and
to work together to formulate a new approach to the manufacturing inventory
dilemma, one we could all agree on. Local government, manufacturers, labor,
and cducation all supported the Governor's compromise. That came in the
form of a tax credit for property taxes paid on manufacturing inventory against
business franchise and corporate net state taxes in SB 680,

<K

Of the 246 bills that completed legislative action, | have summarized 44 bills
that are of interest or will have an impact on county government.  If there are
other bills of concem, or if you have further questions about the ones here,
please give me a call @ (304) 345-4639. We will soon send you a list of the
study topics for the 2008 interim meetings, and an interim schedule. Alas, a
new battle begins.....
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CCAWY Calendar of Events

ﬂ‘/-- May 18-20, 2008
P Interims
A,
N

Charleston, WV

June 8-10, 2008
CCA Spring Board Meeting
Chief Logan State Park
Logan, WV

June 22-24, 2008
Interims
Charleston, WY

July 27-29, 2008
[nterims
Charleston. WV

August 3-5, 2008
CCA Annual Meeting
Mountaineer Racetrack & Resort
Chester, WV

August 24-26, 2008
Intenms
Charleston. WV

September 7-9, 2008
Interims
Bridgeport, WV

September 21-22, 2008
Fall Board & Leg. Meeting
Holiday Inn, Weston. WV

October 12-14, 2008
Interims
Charleston, WV

November 16-18, 2008
Interims
Charleston, WV

December 7-9, 2008
Interims :
Charleston, WV

January 11-13, 2009
Intenims
Charleston, WV

February 8-10, 2009
Interims
Charleston, WV

February 22-24, 2009
CCA Legislative Association Meeting &
Educational Training Series
Charleston, Marriott

WVCORP Update

by Steven L. Rawlings
Member Services Director
West Virginia Counties Risk Pcol

Property appraisals for all founding members of
the West Virginia Counties Risk Pool have been
completed. New members who have recently
joined the Pool and those who will do so this year
will have their properties appraised later in the
fiscal year. The property appraisal, completed by
a third party professional valuation group, is just
one service offered by the Pool to its members.

Preliminary reclamation reports, showing both
initially reported values and new appraised val-
ues, are reviewed with each of the members to
ensure all applicable buildings have been ap-
praised prior to the official binder completion. At
the report presentation, Pool staff reviews struc-
ture and content numbers and addresses any con-
cerns commissioners might have.

The Pool accepts the appraisals as the structures’
replacement costs. Should a loss occur, the ap-
praised value will be applied; neither a coinsur-
ance provision nor margin clause is used by the
Pool: a member's structure that suffers a covered
loss will be replaced with another of like kind and
quality with no financial penalty to the member.

As a result of the appraisals, member counties
now are fully aware of their buildings’ values and
costs of replacement. And that isn’t all; some of
the information contained in the final appraisal
binders that each county receives includes the fol-
lowing:

e Building Photographs

e GPS Coordinates

¢ Plot Maps and square footage layouts
Building materials, condition, etc.

Binders will be updated over time for the mem-
bers, and buildings acquired during the fiscal year
will be appraised where appropriate with the in-
formation being added to the binders. West Vir-
ginia County Risk Pool members are sure to find
this a valuable tool in the future when considering
renovation or expansion and as a general refer-
ence to county-owned properties.




SPOTLIGHT ON A COUNTY COMMISSION

INTRODUCING

RALEIGH COUNTY
COMMISSION

John Aliff

Pat Reed

-

John Humphrey

Crowning Achievement: Keeping Raleigh County financially sound, successfully providing 95% of the citizens of Raleigh County
with water and 60% with public sewage treatment. 251 new jobs in the Raleigh County Airport Industrial Park in the past five years
with Klockner Pentaplast Company being the largest Pentaplast company in the world. Raleigh County's 80 mile ATV Trail attrac-

tion.

Biggest debacle or most embarrassing moment: During the demolition of buildings in downtown to make space for the new Judi-
cial Annex, a2 wall blew out and destroved and adjacent building.

Best advice for other County Commissions: Listen to all constituents, no matter how trivial the subject.

Funniest thing to ever happen at a commission meeting: Appointment of a board member for 2 local committee and later found out

he was deceased.

Commission Staff: Dennis Sizemore, County Administrator, Clayton Terry, Asst. Administrator. Detlef Ulfers Engineers. Ida Hill.

Office Manager

John ALfT

Place where I grew up: Odd. WV

Real Life Occupation: Retired UPS
Deliveryman,

Years Experience as a County
Commissioner: 7 years.

You would be surprised to know that
I: Was a drill instructor in the Army.

My personal philosophy: Speak well of
others or not at all.

What I like most about being a
County Commissioner: The cpportu-
nity to make changes that effect our citi-
zen's lives in a posilive way.

What I like least about being a County
Commissioner; Not having enough
funds for the needs,

Who I would invite (living or dead) to
the next County Commission meeting
and what I would discuss: My father
to discuss the changes that have taken
place over the years.

Pat Reed

Place where I grew up: Elkins,
Randolph County

Real Life Occupation: Insurance
Agent

Years Experience as a County
Commissioner: 5 Years

You would be surprised to know that
I: Am a Shag Dancer.

My personal philosophy: “Always
behave like a duck: be calm and unruf-
fled on the surface but paddle like the
dewil undemeath.”

What I like most about being a
County Commissioner: Being effec-

tive in moving Raleigh County o a new

level.

What I like least about being a
County Commissioner: Not being
able to fund all requests

Who I would invite (living or dead)
to the next County Commission
meeting and what I would discuss:
Senator Byrd regarding funding of the
new Judicial Annex in Raleigh County.

John Humphrey
Place where I grew up: Beckley Area

Real Life Occupation: Sclf-employved

Years Experience as a County Commis-
sioner: 15 Years

You would be surprised to know that I:
Have owned my own business since age 17.

My personal philosophy: Treat everyone
like 1 would like to be treated.

What I like most about being a County
Commissioner: Making progress for Raleigh
Ceunty in infrastructure and cconomic devel-
opment.

What I like least about being a County
Commissioner: Dealing with negative ru-
mors

Who I would invite (living or dead) to the
next County Commission meeting and
what I would discuss: My father and both
Grandfathers to discuss the comparison of
today and vesteryear.



